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Lovingly he embraces them as brothers and sisters in the Crea-
tion, and vehemently denies that they are instruments of the
Devil or work any evil. Incidentally, he takes time out for a
gallant defense of a certain nymph who had married one von
Staufenberg but later was repudiated by him as a witch. When
he took another wife,
"she gave him the sign . . . during the banquet, and three
days later, he was dead. ... If she had been a ghost, from
where would she have taken blood and flesh? If she had been
a devil, where would she have hidden the devil's marks? . . .
She was a woman ... in honor, not in dishonor, and this is
why she wanted duty and loyalty to be maintained. Since
they were not . . . God permitted her the punishment that
is appropriate for adultery, and permitted her to be her own
judge, since the world repudiated her as a spirit or devil." n
This is the sole instance in the book where an elemental spirit
is reported to have done evil to a man, and here the nymph acted
as a human being. Otherwise, strangely, the elemental spirits are
not the cause of anything. They might warn a person of a dan-
ger, but they are not its agents. In their rare actions they use a
force of nature or induce a human being to use it. The Devil him-
self is powerless to work miracles. If he plans mischief, he
must persuade a man to be his instrument.
"The Devil can effect transmutation only to the extent that
nature permits. His arts go as far as nature offers him a
chance to operate. . . . We say erroneously: That was the
work of the Devil. We should say: He did it with the power
of natural craft." 12
Black magic only reaches as far as nature. In the world view of
antiquity, the demons were powerful forces of nature. In the
medieval world view, they still were agents of evil. In